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Abstract (Basic) : EP 461595 A 

The apparatus includes a heater (19), an endless film (21) 
contactable with the heater, a back-up member (10) cooperative with the 
heater to form a nip with the film sandwiched in between and a 
recording material. The latter has an image passed between the back-up 
member and the film to heat the image by heat from the heater through 
the film. 

A guide disposed upstream of the heater with respect to the 
movement direction of the recording material is provided for guiding 
the film. The film is tensioned at least adjacent the guide and in the 
nip when the film is driven. 

ADVANTAGE - Has lateral shifting tendency of heating film reduced 
and its lateral edge controlled. (19pp Dwg.No.1/13) 
Abstract (Equivalent) : EP 461595 B 

An image heating apparatus, comprising a heater (19) an endless 
film (21) contactable with said heater; a back-up member (10; 10A) 
cooperative with said heater to form a nip (N) therebetween with said 
film sandwiched therebetween, a recording material (P) having an image 
being passed between said back-up member and said film to heat the 



image by heat from said heater (19) through said film; characterized by 
a guide (13), disposed upstream of said heater (19) with respect to a 
movement direction of said film (21), for guiding said film, whereby 
said film is extended loosely around said guide (13) wherein said film 
is tensioned at the positions of said guide (13) and said nip (N) while 
the film is being driven and there is a non-film-guiding portion which 
does not guide said film between said guide (13) and said nip (N) . 
(Dwg.1/13) 
Abstract (Equivalent) : US 5525775 A 

An image heating apparatus, comprising: 
a heater; 

an endless film movable in contact with said heater; 

a back-up member cooperative to form a nip with said heater with 
said film therebetween, wherein said nip is effective to feed a 
recording material carrying an image and to heat the image by heat from 
said heater through said film; and 

a guiding member for guiding said film, said film being loosely 
extended around said guiding member, and said guiding member having a 
guiding portion at a position upstream of said heater with respect to a 
movement direction of said film, 

wherein said film is tensioned at the guiding portion and the nip 
as said film is being driven, and wherein said guiding member has a 
non-film-guiding portion, which does not guide said film, provided 
between said guiding portion and aid nip. 
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